University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

7-27-1988

Guatemala: Summary Of Recent Political
Developments
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Guatemala: Summary Of Recent Political Developments." (1988). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/
2263

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 074511
ISSN: 1089-1560

Guatemala: Summary Of Recent Political Developments
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, July 27, 1988
* On June 24, President Vinicio Cerezo announced the dismissal of Interior Minister Jose Rodil
Peralta. Without explaining his motives, Cerezo said Rodil must leave his position before July 15
to be replaced by Roberto Valle Valdizan, president of the national legislature's governmental
commission. Rodil had been accused by the ultra-right of attempting to transform the National
Police into a military force parallel to and capable of challenging the army. National Police chief
Colonel Julio Caballeros, and Treasury Police chief Carlos Salazar were also dismissed. As of early
July, it was rumored that Defense Minister General Hector Alejandro Gramajo would also be
removed. Gramajo has also been a target of criticism for the ultra- right within the military and
the private sector. * On June 10, 15 armed men destroyed all equipment at the office of La Epoca,
a weekly newspaper with ties to the Social Democrat Party. On May 27 the newspaper reported
on a document presented to the president by military "hard-liners" demanding more control over
the counter-insurgency program. Five days after the attack on the newspaper's office, La Epoca
director Byron Barrera announced that the publication would be closed indefinitely "because the
conditions that guarantee the right to a free and independent press do not exist in Guatemala." The
Social Democrat Party criticized "the complacent attitude of the government which has not taken
on defense of the democratic process with responsibility and force." La Epoca's equipment was
shared with the Central American news service ACEN-SIAG. Both agencies employed former exile
journalists who returned to Guatemala after Cerezo took office in 1986. * Negotiations following the
attempted coup on May 11 which included the direct or indirect participation by 16 of the country's
military zones occurred in a climate of confrontation characterized by criticisms of government
ministers charged with slacking off in the struggle against subversion/socialism, attacks and threats
targeting journalists and media facilities, and the reappearance of death squads. The Center for
Political Studies (CEDEP) recently announced that several of its members have received death
threats because the Center advocates a national dialogue which would include the URNG guerrilla
coalition. * On June 13, the Guatemalan press reported that another attempted military rebellion
took place on June 10, this time at the Chimaltenango military base. Although Cerezo denied that
the mutiny occurred, journalists stated that one officer was killed and nine soldiers injured in
skirmishes between rebel and loyalist troops. * On June 17, the URNG presented a proposal on
negotiations seeking a political solution to the national conflict. This proposal had been previously
scheduled for debate at a meeting of the National Reconciliation Commission on May 21-22 in
Costa Rica. The Guatemalan foreign minister informed his Costa Rican counterpart that indefinite
postponement of the meeting was necessary "due to the critical situation faced by the Guatemalan
government resulting from the attempted military coup." PG In this proposal the URNG reiterated
willingness to accept a negotiated political solution as long as the government enters into peace
talks after publicly expressing recognition that the historical causes of armed insurrection have not
disappeared; a desire to terminate the armed conflict; and acceptance of the URNG as a legitimate
participant in efforts to formulate a national political solution. The guerrilla coalition proposed
a 90-day ceasefire and direct, high-level talks in accordance with the August 1987 regional peace
accord. In response, the executive and the Defense Ministry insisted that the National Reconciliation
Commission must first recognize and respond to the URNG's proposals. As of July 8, no date had
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been set for a Commission meeting to discuss the guerrilla proposal. (Basic data from 07/08/88
report by Regional Coordination for Economic and Social Research of Central America and the
Caribbean-CRIES, Managua)
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